






The Hass-Hoover Hall and Gohn-Wood House 
building committees began work on the two new 
building projects. The committees estimate that 
the two facilities could be open in time for the 
Spring 2010 semester. Design developments for 
the two projects were completed in June. 

Increasing Facilities & Resources 

                                         Design Development 

Campus Opportunities Campaign Raises Funds for Most Urgent Needs
The first-ever Campus Opportunities Campaign for academics brought in over $75,000 in donations to support the most 
urgent needs for students. In addition to the funds raised in the campaign, long-time Missouri State University support-
ers William and Virginia Darr of Springfield contributed matching funds of $50,000 to the campus’ Corps of Opportunity 
“work-to learn” scholarship program.   

Message From 

the Chancellor
   No matter how you measure it – enrollment, awards, academic programs or outreach efforts – last 
year was a great year! This level of performance would not have been possible without our esteemed 
faculty, both full time and per course; our dedicated professional staff; and the steadfast and generous 
support of our community. Because of admission standards and financial need, most of our students 
don’t question whether to attend Missouri State University-West Plains or another college, they debate 

whether to enroll in college at all. A lifeboat in a sea of need, our institution continues to provide an immediate, significant, and 
visible return on educational investments by making real and positive change in people’s lives and in the lives of future genera-
tions. As the highlights in this report show, I think you will agree that we are making a difference!
     Looking ahead to 2008-2009, we will build on our successes and continue working to make quality education affordable 
and accessible to area residents. Based on early enrollment figures for the Fall 2008 semester, it looks like we will have another 
record-breaking year. This is a result of last year’s extensive recruiting and outreach efforts, and we’re already increasing such 
efforts this year. In addition, we will be breaking ground on two new facilities this fall, Hass-Hoover Hall and Gohn-Wood House, 
which will provide much needed space for our Student Advisement and Academic Support Center, our William and Virginia Darr 
Honors Program, and Missouri State University’s Academic Outreach program on our campus. Furthermore, a substantial gift 
from the Philanthropic Women for Education has led to our first named professorship. Hopefully, this will be the first of many.
     As you can see, we will continue to move forward in the upcoming year, thanks to the team effort of our faculty, staff and 
community. Thank you for all you do to make Missouri State University-West Plains a place “where students come first.”

Dr. Drew Bennett
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